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Mission Statement: 
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and reaching out in His name. 
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From the Bishop…. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
This month I shall make my first visit to Zambia. Mostly we take holidays in 
Scotland so this sounds somewhat exotic and probably warmer! However it is 
not intended to be a tourist visit but rather an opportunity to grow the  
friendship between our diocese and our sisters and brothers in our  
partnership link with Zambia. 
 
Next year we celebrate 40 years of that friendship and you will be hearing 
much more of how we hope to mark that milestone and develop and  
strengthen the partnership. We hope that there will be visits to and fro so that 
we can learn from one another about how we live and tell our stories of faith 
and how to share the grace of God in our lives.   
 
In recent months we have seen something of a growing fear and anxiety 
creeping in to some of the ways in which we as a society respond to people 
who have a different culture, ethnicity or religious faith than ourselves. Such 
fear can prevent us from the joy of discovering alternative views or  
perspectives or engaging in novel experiences. Reticence in taking risks can 
mean we miss the delight of making new friends.   
 
Trust is something which grows as we step outside of the boundaries of our 
known world into the unfamiliar territory of another. The call of Christ to follow 
him is one that takes us beyond ourselves into places of discovery and the 
expanding of horizons. I’m looking forward to meeting my Zambian brothers 
and sisters in the shared journey we have committed to walk together.   
 
I hope that each of us will make the most of the opportunities we have both 
here and abroad to open ourselves to the voice of God as we experience new 
people, new places and new discoveries this summer. 
 
 
 
The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 
Bishop of Taunton 
 
 



WHAT’S ON IN JULY  
 
 
Saturday 1 10-12.30pm  Sanctuary Morning Wick Church  
Sunday 2 12.00 –3pm Jazz Picnic at The Cedars Wick St Lawrence 
Saturday 15 10.00am  Mead Vale Coffee Morning in the Community Hall 

 
‘Thrive’ Parish of Worle Youth Group meets on Friday July 7 & 21 at  

St Mark’s Church 7pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Wednesdays  *9.30am at St. Mark’s Thursdays 10.00am at St. Martin’s 

*First Wednesday in the month 10.00am Mead Vale Community Hall 
 

SERVICE TIMES ON SUNDAYS 
For weekly variations please go to the parish website www.worlewide.org.uk and 

click on the relevant church page. 
 

Children’s activities take place in all our churches during morning services 

St Martin’s 
8am Holy Communion 

10.00am Holy Communion 
(Morning Praise  

every 3rd Sunday) 
 

6pm Choral Evensong (3rd) 
Fifth Sunday Service (5th) 

St Mark’s 
 

10.30am 
with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks (2nd, 4th & 5th) 

 
 
 

Mead Vale 
10.30am  

with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks  

 
6.00pm Evening Prayer (2nd)  
6.00pm Pub Presence (4th) 

(The Nightjar Pub) 
 

St Lawrence 
 

10am (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Informal and family friendly 
6pm (2nd and 4th Sundays) 

Quiet and traditional 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Page 
 
As many of you will have heard we are delighted to announce that our new Team 
Rector for the Parish of Worle will be Reverend Julie Fleming who will be joining us 
in September. 
 

Julie comes from the parish of St Mary’s,  
Becontree in Chelmsford Diocese where she is 
also the Area Dean of Barking and Dagenham.  
She is married to Paul, a retired Primary Head 
Teacher and they have two daughters and four  
grandchildren. Julie is incredibly excited about 
becoming our next Team Rector full of ideas to 
help our parish, and particularly St Martin’s, to 
flourish and grow. Moving to the West Country 
also allows Julie and Paul to be closer to their 
family.   

 
Julie was formerly a teacher and a school’s worker in Liverpool. She trained for the 
ministry in Liverpool, where she was ordained in 2000, and where she also served 
her curacy. Her first role as a Vicar was in a church opposite Anfield football 
ground. She then moved to Chelmsford where she has been for ten years. We are 
very excited to have Julie join us and look forward hugely to her arrival in the  
autumn. Please pray for her as she prepares to move here and for her present 
church as they come to terms with her departure.   
 

Parish Prayer 
Please join us to pray for our churches and the parish… 

 

Saturday 1 July  Wick St Lawrence Church,  
drop in any time between 10 and 12.30pm for silent prayer. 
Tuesday 18 July  Mead Vale, 7.30 – 8.30pm  

Monday 14 August  St Martin’s, 7.30 – 8.30pm 



St Lawrence Church, 
Wick St Lawrence 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In line with all our churches in Worle, at the start of the year we make a pledge to 
give away a proportion of our income from the regular giving of church members.  
Jesus says, “Give and it will be given to you, a good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be measured to you.” We have found this to be the case 
in Wick, even when hard pressed financially, committing to give first to God has 
shown incredible rewards, living open handed and not clenched fist. 
 

With the recent installation of the first flushing toilet in Wick, the 
decision has been made to give to the Toilet Twinning project:  
www.toilettwinning.org. Toilet twinning is a simple way to solve 
serious problems and save lives. For a £60 donation you can 
twin your loo with a latrine halfway around the world in a  
country of your choosing. For £240 you can twin with a school 
block or toilets in a displacement camp. Your smallest room  
becomes the proud owner of a certificate with a photo and GPS 
co-ordinates so you can look up your twin on Google Maps. 
 

Toilet twinning fund the work of international relief and development agency Tear 
Fund and donations are used to provide clean water, basic sanitation and  
hygiene education. This combined works together to prevent the spread of  
disease, particularly diarrhoea, which is the third biggest killer of children under 
the age of five in Sub-Saharan Africa. Wick Church Council felt it was particularly 
appropriate to make our quarterly financial gift to twin our loo with toilets and  
latrines in places where they’re really needed.    
 

Feeling weak? In quietness and trust is your strength are words from the Bible 
offering God’s strength in stillness. Come and enjoy that peace at Wick Church 
Sanctuary Morning, Saturday 1 July, drop in any time between 10am and 
12.30pm. Refreshments provided. 
 

Wick St Lawrence Jazz Picnic Sunday 2 July 12 noon – 3pm 
This takes place at The Cedars across the road and to the left as you leave 
church. Bring a picnic, chairs and sunshades and enjoy gentle jazz.  
£6, children free. Strawberries and cream for sale.  

http://www.toilettwinning.org


Then and Now:  Spinner’s to Gunning’s to homes  

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

On the corner of Church Road and Kewstoke Road in Worle you will find a familiar 
building, still known locally as Gunning’s Stores. The shop was one of the oldest  
businesses in the area and was a dominant feature of Manchester Square, the centre 
of Old Worle. Established in the early 1800’s the shop was the nearest general store 
for the people of Weston as well as Worle. 
 
In 1897, whilst Queen Victoria was celebrating her diamond jubilee, the business was 
sold by James Irish & Co. to J. W. Spinner who continued to run the General Supply 
Stores, pictured above left. Annie Spinner, nee Tucker, can be seen in the doorway 
together with a customer and two young men in long white aprons, ready to serve  
anyone who came along. James and Annie Spinner had a daughter, Ivy, who was  
educated at Lyndenhurst School in Coronation Road.   
 
In 1925 Ivy Spinner married Henry Gunning, an Australian, and they later took over 
the store, which in the course of time they handed on to their son, Roy Gunning and 
their daughter, Margaret. The picture above right, taken in the 1970s, is a familiar 
view of the last years of the old shop. 
 
Down through the years, the shop stocked all manner of household goods, from  
groceries to ironmongery and basic clothing. Deliveries were made weekly to regular 
customers, many of whom had accounts, or tabs, with the store. The shop closed for 
business in 1985, and the building was converted 
into several homes, but the familiar vista remains, 
pictured right. The old connections are maintained:  
a small plaque with the inscription ‘Spinner’s  
Cottages’ still adorns the building on the right.  
Brave the traffic to have a peek. 
 
 
Raye Green              www.worlehistorysociety.net  

       



 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Across 
 
1  ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner be-
ing’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6) 
4  ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of 
Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6) 
7  ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4)  
8  See 5 Down  
9  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)  
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his 
life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)  
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men will 
dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3) 
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)  
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be 
left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)  
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
— for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timo-
thy 3:15) (4)  
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) 
(6)  
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6) 
 

Down 
1  ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find — for your souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4) 
2  Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times 
(Luke 22:55) (9) 
3  Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a 
convert from Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5) 
4  ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — — 
leaned in charge of the gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2) 
5  and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial  
feature of the Beloved thus: ‘Your — is like the tower 
of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song of Songs 7:4) 
(4,8)  
6  ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled — 
your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5) 
10 Trout (anag.) (5)  
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)  
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)  
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin 
(Numbers 26:38) (9)  
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who — 
bread into the bowl with me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)  
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)  
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)  
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the 
Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4) 



 
How do we respond? 

  

 The recent attacks in Manchester and London and the tragedy of the  

Grenfell Tower fire in London have left us, as the Queen described,  
‘..a nation in sombre mood.’ How do we respond at times like this? In  
Manchester it was through a concert attended by thousands and watched 
by millions on TV, offering love and support to the victims and their families.  

Two days later many of us responded by falling  
silent at 11am to remember the victims of the  
London Bridge and Borough Market terrorist attacks.  
At Grenfell Tower the response has been a huge 
outpouring of practical love, help and support for the 
victims of this desperate tragedy.   
  

In all places heart symbols have been in  
evidence, in the shaping of hands at the  
Manchester concert; in the arranging of hearts 
with tea lights on London bridge; and by  
Grenfell Tower a prayer wall with a centrally 
placed heart. A heart is used as a symbol of love 
and St John writes, “God is love and those who 
live in love live in God, and God lives in them.”  
Whatever our faith and belief, whether oceans 
or a trickle, if we love, God dwells in that love. 
  
In his book, “Finding God in Unexpected Places,” American author Philip 
Yancey writes about the response to the terrorism attack on the Twin  
Towers in 2001 (9/11). The Police and Fire services asked a Salvation Army 
chaplain to provide two prayer services a day for those working on the  
devastated site. He described a tangible presence of God in the rubble. 
  

How do we respond? Let it be love and prayer 
too. Prayer for the victims of the attacks, prayer 
for those vulnerable to radicalism, prayers of  
comfort for those who mourn, prayer for our  
politicians whatever we feel. If our hearts say, 
‘Cry,’ then we must shed tears. If our minds are 
numb, let us sit in silence. If we can’t find words to 
pray, let us light a candle as a symbol of our  

prayer.  If we can pray in words let us pray the words of Jesus, “Thy  
Kingdom Come,” as we implore God to bring in his realm of peace and  
justice. The pen might be mightier than the sword, but prayer is mightier 
than anything. 
  



St. Mark’s Church 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DIY 
Do you like to take on a bit of DIY? Did it always go to plan?! 
 

Sometimes we just have to call in the professionals. 
Some of us have accidentally redefined DIY as ‘Destroy 
It Yourself!” Our best efforts just end up making a right 
pig’s ear of things and we have to phone the expert. 
 
Well, doing God’s work is a bit different to home DIY.  
It’s not a case of ‘Leave it to the professionals’ – those 
with a dog collar or a full time church job. If you’re a 
Christian, then it’s a case of ‘Declare It Yourself’ and 
‘Demonstrate It Yourself’! God’s given you everything 
you need to show His love to others – just ask Him for 

some help and see what happens. 
 

    Bring & Share Lunch – 16 July 
 

 
 Come and join us on Sunday 16 July for a Bring & Share lunch! 
 

Our family-friendly All Age Worship starts at 
10.30 – a shorter service for both children 
and adults - and then after the service at 
around 11.45am we’ll all pile into the hall 
for a lovely shared lunch together. You are 
very welcome!  Bring some food if you like, 
but don’t worry – just turn up, it’s fine! 
 

With love, Chris  



St Martin's Church  
  

 

The Past comes to Life 
Researchers from Worle History Society have 
been finding out about the families represented 
on the 43 memorial tablets and windows in St 
Martin’s church.  During a specially arranged evening in June a good num-
ber of us gathered in the church and were fascinated by what had been dis-
covered.  As one person said, “It was an instant connection with history.” 
 
One researcher had looked into the background of the Battiscombe window 
which, as you enter the church, is directly in front of you.  The window de-
picts St Martin sharing his cloak with a beggar and is dedicated to  
Walter Ernest Sax Battiscombe, 1841 –1902,  from his friends, in recogni-
tion of the many charitable works Walter did in the parish. Originally from 
Essex, Walter was a military man along with his brothers. In 1864 he mar-
ried Agnes Branfill and the couple lived in Hillside House in Worle (now 
Tormynton Road) which looked directly down on St Martin’s Church. From 
the house they ran a library for public use. Walter was a JP, a member of 
the vestry (local parish council today) a member of Axbridge Board of 
Guardians who looked after the poor and for 23 years a Church Warden at 
St Martin’s.  This generous man died in 1902 and was buried in the church-
yard, in view of the window, alongside his brothers and some of their chil-
dren.  Such was his kind reputation that hundreds came to his funeral with 
the church was packed long before the service began. 
 
Huge thanks to Worle History Society for their dedicated work and  
willingness to share it with us, more of which we hope to include in next 
month’s Worle Wide. 
 
St Martin’s Church Holiday  
The highlights of the holiday were: 
Durham Cathedral and river 
cruise, a wonderful day at Alnwick 
Castle and gardens, where we  
experienced lovely weather, a visit 
to Holy Island and journeys 
through the lovely scenic coast of 
Northumberland. Our hotel was 
the best so far and if the weather 
had been kinder Lindisfarne would have been fantastic. One comment was 
“It was lovely to spend fellowship with lovely people.” People appreciated 
the planning and kindness they received. Grateful thanks for Paul and Joan 
Elliott for their organisation! 



Mead Vale Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday 17

th
 June we handed out approximately 130 chocolate 

bars to “dads” in our community for Father’s Day.  We gathered in the 
Quadrangle by the shops and it was great to give a free gift to people and 
continue to let them know that there is a Church here in their community for 
them!  We thank God for inspiring us to bless our community in this way and 
for the many conversations we are starting to have with people.  We also 
handed our an invite to our “Open Air Father’s day Service” the next day 
outside the Nightjar Pub.  On this occasion no visitors joined us but we 
know it takes time for people to respond to the invite! It was still good to 
gather outside to be a Christian witness and presence in the community.  
We had a good time celebrating Father’s Day especially the dads and chil-
dren’s relay fancy dress race!    
 
 
On Sunday 9

th
 July, we will be having our next Church Family  

Breakfast.  Penny and Steve will be cooking and serving for us.  It’s a really 
enjoyable start to the day and we will have a shortened all age service after 
the breakfast, please join us for great food and fellowship, all are welcome. 
 
 
Our Coffee morning is on Saturday 15

th
 July 10am – 11.30am in the 

Community Centre, please join us for a coffee and a chat. 
 
 
Saturday 22  July is our Leadership Team Away Day. The team  
comprises the Vicar; Jose Record, Becky Townsend, Greg Webster, Jayne 
Webster-Blythe, Penny Devereux and Ralph Devereux.  We will meet to 
have an extended time of prayer and discussion about the life of our Church 
and seek God for a fresh vision for the future. Please pray the team as we 
meet together. 
 
 
 
Rev Emma Amyes 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
   Baptisms in St Marks 
  4 June  Evie Clare Burlinson  
     Chloe Dorothy Burlinson 
 
   Baptisms in  St Lawrence 
  4 June  Lewis Ashley Theo Weston 
 
   Baptisms in St Martin’s 
  25 June  Rose Evalyn Smith 
     Daizy Anne Donald 

 
 
 
 
   Weddings in St Martin’s 

    Christopher Henry Coombs to Chelsey Ann Whatley 
    Ross Michael Gudge to Rebecca Louise Bushell 
   
 
     
  Funeral in May 
    Brian Stanley   aged 80 
 
      Funerals in June 
    Laura Ward   aged 99 
    Jill Wilkins   aged 81 
        
 
          
 
 
      July Prayer 
    Lord of these summer days, 
    show us the pattern of a world made new, 
    a world where Your will is done 
    and all people accept each other  
    as brothers and sisters, 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
              
  

From the Registers      



USEFUL LOCAL DETAILS 

 
 
 
 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau, Badger Centre, 3-6 Wadham Street..…………………...………..…..…… 836200 
Opening: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 10.00am  -  3pm 
 

CVS—W-s-M Council for Voluntary Services, 
Room 6, Roselawn, 28 Walliscote Grove Road,……………………………………………………… 631169 
 

Community Association Contacts in Worle: 
Lawrence Road Community Centre: Mrs. J.C.M. Thompson…………………………………………515681 
Mead Vale Community Centre, Redwing Drive,:  Paddy Payne……………………………………...239186 
 

Doctors Surgeries 

Dr M Jenkins & Partners: 
 Riverbank Medical Centre, Walford Avenue, North Worle, 
 Weston-super-Mare BS22 7YZ…………………………………………………………………….521133 

Dr M H Pimm & Partner: 
 The Cedars Surgery, 87 New Bristol Road, Worle. 
 Weston-super-Mare BS22 6AJ…………………………………………………….………………515878 

 

 Worle Medical Practice, High Street, Worle  BS22 6HB………………………………………   516789  
  

Pharmacies: 
 See local chemists rota for late night opening but Milton Pharmacy, 
 260 Milton Road is open Monday 8am till Friday 8pm , 
 Saturday 8am to 2pm and Sunday closed. …………………………………………………       413100 
 

Samaritans call any time………………………………..……………………………………………….…632555 
 

Waste Disposal Tip,  Herluin Way……………………………………………………………..……...….419447 

Sat 9.00am - 4.00pm; Mon - Fri 8.00am - 4.30pm  Sunday 9.00am - 4.00pm 
From 1 March 2017: Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat and Sun 9.00am - 4.00pm Tues and Thurs10.00am - 4.00pm 
 

North Somerset Town Hall WSM..………………………………………………………………….…..888888 
 

Worle Library, High Street..……………………………………………………………...…………...…426090 
 Open: Mon, Tues  9.30am—5.30pm 
 Wed Closed 
 Thurs. 9.30—5.30 
 Friday 9.30—7.00pm,   
 Saturday 9.30am—1.00pm and 2.00pm—4.00pm 
 Mobile Library Service……………………………………………………………………………....426020 
 
Guide contact numbers 
Worle District:  Ann MacDonald…………………………………………………………….……642053 
    Moira Wilmot……………………………………………………………………  521980 
Milton District:  Liz Griffiths ……………………………………………………………………… 624366 
Priory District:  Andrea Drury………………………………………………………….…….…   515208 
    Sue Cox……………………………………………………………….………… 515913 
 

Scout & Cub contact numbers for Worle and Wick St Lawrence 
1st North Worle - Carol Pepper……….…………………………………………..…...………..… 511459 
2nd Worle  - Marion Hillcok………………………………………………………………..…. 521021 
District Secretary - Ann Coombes………………………………………………………….….….… 513699     
1st Wick St Lawrence Beavers, Cubs and  Scouts - Mick Harley…………...…………………….…. 520012 



WORLE PARISH  -  ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

(E.Mail) office@worlepo.co.uk  (Website) www.worlewide.org.uk 

Parish Churchwardens:       

Paul Elliott  513968      
      

Parish Administrator :    Liz Winter     

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.00am-12 noon and Wednesday 7.00pm-8.00pm (by appointment only) 

         Tel: 515922 

Baptisms & Weddings -  Come to The Parish Office between 9-12noon Monday to Friday or Wednesday 

           Evening 7-8pm (by appointment only) 

Church Schools  St. Mark’s Primary School, a Bath & Wells Academy…….…………  Tel:  513008 

     St. Martin’s Primary C of E (V.C.) Primary School…………………….Tel:  628651 
     St. Georges Church School, a Bath & Wells Academy……………..   Tel:  426901 

 

WHAT’S ON AT ST MARKS 

Home Groups   Midweek adult fellowship and study…. 

     Colin Guichard 521792  Rev Chris and Jody Elms 515438 

Sunday Morning Teaching Groups for ages 0-13  

Young People during the week Rainbows: Weds 4.30pm-5.30pm (Julia Watt 420422) 

       Brownies Mondays and Wednesdays (Sue Cox 515913) 
       Pre-school Monday to Friday (515922) 
       Guides on Wednesday (Nicky Parker-Hall 518406 ) 
Lettings………..     The Parish Office 515922 (Liz Winter) 

                                        

WHATS ON AT ST MARTIN’S 

Choir…..    Richard Lennox 07710788911 

Church Cleaning Group. Thursday Morning 

Social Events…..  Diane Swatton 513111 

Bellringers…..   Jim Lambard 514004 

Sacristy…..   Communion, Servers, Vestments Joan Elliott 513968 

Baby & Toddler Group….. Revd Anne Farmer 515610 

Little Martin’s Children’s   Every Sunday during 10.00am Service 

Group          

         WHAT’S ON AT MEAD VALE 

Life Group….  Penny Devereux 511140 

Coffee Morning….   Wednesdays 10.30am in the Nightjar / 3rd Saturday in every month  

     Mead Vale Community Centre 10.00am 

COSMIC….    Sunday morning groups for children 

Lettings….   Paddy Payne 239186 

 

WHAT’S ON AT ST. LAWRENCE 

Open Church   During daylight hours the church is open for anyone seeking a sanctuary 

     of peace and quiet 

Bellringers   Paul Tomlinson 515853 

Choir     Elizabeth Glen 832283 (Youth) Jaqueline Hockley 520956 (Adult)   

Sunday Club & Sunday Sunday morning groups for children and young people. Contact Revd. Anne  

Youth Gang   Farmer 515610  

 


