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From the Bishopé. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iôm a patron of Somerset Sight, one of the perks that comes with the job!  My 
elderly mum has macular degeneration and so I was very interested to hear 
more about this valuable work.  Jackie (CEO) and Bella (Chair of Trustees) 
came to tell me more.  They have over 250 volunteers who work across the 
whole of Somerset supporting those with visual impairment.  160 of these  
visit people in their homes to offer such vital help as reading peopleôs mail 
aloud.   
 
I know how important that is to my mum.  Living on her own, her letters are a 
lifeline, a contact with the outside world.  Sheôs blessed with plenty of visitors, 
partly because she will talk to anyone and is confident enough to go out and 
about to discover new things even though she occasionally trips over and 
breaks something!  But can you imagine how confining losing your sight can 
be?  How your world could become smaller as you lose your confidence?  
How lonely you might become? 
 
Loneliness and isolation are the experience of many people, not just those 
who are the seniors of our communities or those with disabilities to overcome.  
I know that many of you have a real gift for noticing that and doing something 
about it.  Many of our communities rely on people like you to give time and at-
tention to those who are feeling disassociated from the world around them, a 
little lost.   
 
Visiting, volunteering with organisations such as Somerset Sight, are  
important gifts of service to our communities, a wonderful way of óliving the  
storyô of Godôs love.  If you are doing so, then thank you for that simple but 
profound act of love.  And if not, then why not consider giving an hour a week 
to someone who might discover Godôs love through you? 
 
Rt Revd Ruth Worsley 
Bishop of Taunton  



WHATôS ON IN OCTOBER  
 
 
Saturday 7 10.00am  Sanctuary Morning at Wick St Lawrence 
Saturday  14 10.00am  Mead Vale Coffee Morning in Community Hall 
Saturday  28 5.30pm  St Martinôs Film Night showing Golden Years   
 

óThriveô Parish of Worle Youth Group  
meets  at St Markôs Church 7pm  

contact Rev Chris Elms or Rev Emma Amyes for dates 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Wednesdays  *9.30am at St. Markôs Thursdays 10.00am at St. Martinôs 
*First Wednesday in the month 10.00am Mead Vale Community Hall 

 

SERVICE TIMES ON SUNDAYS 
For weekly variations please go to the parish website www.worlewide.org.uk and 

click on the relevant church page. 

 
Childrenôs activities take place in all our churches during morning services 

St Martinôs 
8am Holy Communion 
10.00am Holy Communion 

(Morning Praise  
every 3rd Sunday) 

 
6pm Choral Evensong (3rd) 
Fifth Sunday Service (5th) 

St Markôs 
 

10.30am 
with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks (2nd, 4th & 5th) 

 
 
 

Mead Vale 
10.30am  

with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks  

 
6.00pm Evening Prayer (2nd)  
6.00pm Pub Presence (4th) 

(The Nightjar Pub) 
 

St Lawrence 
 

10am (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Informal and family friendly 
6pm (2nd and 4th Sundays) 
Quiet and traditional 
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Installation of Rev Canon Julie Fleming 
The parish welcomed Julie with much warmth and celebration on Saturday  
September at St Martinôs church. 
 
The service began with a procession led by the Bishop of Taunton Right Rev Ruth 
Worsley. Also present were the acting Archdeacon of Bath, Rev Chris Hare, plus a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Somerset whose role was to be the Queenô representative. 
She read from an elegant parchment roll which contained an official order from Her 
Majesty the Queen.  
 

Bishop Ruth spoke in a fun and engaging manner, and the service was kept  
moving along by the many contributors, for example Mr Marriot, the head teacher 
at St Martinôs, plus other local civic dignitaries. Some of the children from Little 
Martins took part and afterwards said that they found the service ódramaticô! It ran 
smoothly overall and was followed by a wonderful buffet in the school next door.  
 
Thank you very much to all those who volunteered in every capacity to make it 
such a success ï well done, and welcome to Julie and her husband Paul. 
 
  
Thank you from Rev Anne 
Thank you for the wonderful eight years Iôve enjoyed as Team Vicar of St Martinôs 
and Wick St Lawrence, it is sad to say ógoodbyeô but I know that God is calling me 
on and Worle parish is in very safe hands. It has been a delight to work with  
dedicated church wardens and fellow clergy and I take with me a whole range of 
memories: that first experience of biting winter cold in the country at Wick and  
joyous carol services, the growth of Little Martins childrenôs group on Sundays at 
St Martinôs, driving to work past fields of cows, baptising so many children in the 
ancient fonts of St Martinôs and Wick, singing in the rain and sun on the High Street 
on Good Fridays, laughing, weeping and praying together, but most of all the  
support and love from kind and caring people. May you know Godôs blessing now 
and always. 



St Martin's Church  
  

Thank you from Rev Julie 
ñWhat can I say except youôre welcome!ò 
If  you have contact with children ï grandchildren, 
schools or your own young ones, then these 
words from the recent Disney film Moana will be 
very familiar to you! (They are sung frequently in our car!)  To say that I 
have been most welcomed, would be an understatement! It was great at the 
installation service at St Martinôs on 9 September to have representatives 
from all 4 parish churches along with dignitaries, community  
representatives, head teachers, family, friends, deanery and those who had 
travelled from the other side of the country from Becontree, St Mary join us, 
along with Bishop Ruth ï  to celebrate the beginning of a new ministry and a 
new chapter! I did indeed feel most welcomed! 
 

Everyone worked so hard to make it a special occasion! The worship was 
wonderful and inclusive, the food afterwards was a treat, and of course the 
peal of bells was magnificent! Thank you to all involved and all who came! 
I chose the reading from I Corinthians 12, which talks about unity and  
everyone being important and needed. My prayer is that as we start this 
new chapter as a parish, we remember that we are indeed óin it togetherô, 
but not alone! We serve a living God, who knows where we are at and what 
we our anxieties are. He has all posts covered! 
 

With the departure of Rev Anne Farmer, we remember that life is always 
changing and we thank God for her ministry here and pray for her as she 
begins a new journey in a new place. We remember that God is faithful and 
when changes occur in our lives, he remains constant and walks with us 
helping us, directing us and inspiring us for the days ahead. We trust in him. 
 
St Martinôs Baby and Toddler Group continues to meet on Tuesdays from 
9.15 - 10.45 and as Rev Anne departs we are extremely grateful to Abby 
Isaac and Maureen Grant, who are taking over responsibility for the group. 
Abby is a mum of two and has already done a great job of organsing the 
toys and crafts.  Maureen has been bringing her grandchildren to Toddlers 
since they were babies, although the youngest, Amelia, has now started 
school, Maureen has agreed to continue coming along to help run the group 
being particularly good at finding great stories to read to the children.  
Thank you Abbe and Maureen. 
 
October Film Night 
This month we will be showing óGolden Yearsô a very amusing British film 
partly shot in Bristol.  Saturday October 28 doors open 5.15 for 5.45 start, 
refreshments available. 



St. Markôs Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JAM News 
This month sees Ally Webb step down as JAM Leader. The great news is 
that Ally and her husband Nathan are expecting a child in December!  
Congratulations to them all. Jen Back is kindly offering to step in as JAM 
Leader, at least on a temporary basis. Some other kind people have also  
offered to go through the DBS safeguarding process in order to keep JAM  
going. We are still in a precarious state in terms of volunteers for JAM.  
If you are a regular at St Markôs please can you pray about joining the team? 
We are happy if you only want to sit in the room and not take part; that will 
be extremely helpful. You may only be needed 2-3 times a year. Please pray 
and speak to Rev Chris! 
 
Open Doors 
Back on Sunday 24 September we welcomed Chris Lowther, a speaker from 
the organisation Open Doors, which serves persecuted Christians across the 
world. Weôre grateful to Chris and to Open Doors for the excellent work they 
do to support those who are treated badly because of their faith in Christ. 
Put óopendoorsuk.orgô in the search engine to visit their website, with lots of 
interesting videos and resources. 
 
Ability Sunday 
On Sunday 10

 
September we took part in óAbility Sundayô ï an annual event 

where churches think about the value of people who have additional needs 
and learning disabilities. The loving community at St Markôs church want to 
welcome such people and help, because many disabled people face barriers 
to their inclusion and involvement in the wider community. Ability Sunday is 
where disabled people are welcomed and enabled to express themselves 
and build confidence, offering opportunities for friendship and communal  
experience. Ability Sunday is also a day when churches rejoice in the crucial 
contribution that disabled people make to the life of the church and start the 
journey to include disabled people in the worship, work and life of the 
church. 
 
With love, Chris 



Mead Vale Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In COSMIC (our childrenôs group) before the Summer the children looked at 
different Biblical characters and also Christian people in the world who have 
made a difference eg  Mother Theresa, William Booth and many others. On 
the 24

 
September Dave Hopwood came to share with us about his faith and 

how the Holy Spirit has gifted him in communicating the Gospel to children.  
He did this by showing some video and film clips. It was very engaging and 
so good to have him with us. 
 
 
During September we had a Leadership Team Away Day where we talked 
about the Holy Spirit in our lives and the life of the church. We met in the 
Green Room at St Augustineôs Church in Locking and it was good to have 
more time to talk about the life of our Church and what God is saying to us 
about the future.  We had some exciting ideas about developing our  
outreach, fund raising and Christmas!  Rev Julie Fleming came to join us for 
#refreshments and it was lovely for the team to meet her in a relaxed  
setting!  We thank God for these times away together. 
 
On Saturday 30

 
September we gathered outside the church for our Harvest 

Outreach. We gave out 100 flapjacks, made by our very own Jayne Webster
-Blyth and wrapped in cellophane by members of our church family.  It was 
so good to gift the community with such a delicious, home made gift, let 
them know the Church is here for them and start to offer prayer to folks we 
strike up a conversation with. We look forward to our next outreach at 
Christmas. 
 
On Sunday 1

 
October we have our Church family breakfast, cooked by  

Penny, Steve and Jenny, followed by a short all-age service for Harvest, 
where there will be a food offering that will be given to the Food Bank in 
Weston-Super-Mare.  We look forward to sharing food and fellowship  
together. 
 
 
Emma Amyes 
 



St Lawrence Church, 
Wick St Lawrence 
 
 

 

 

 

 

As autumn kicks in, leaves drop and the clocks go back, there is always the quiet 
of the church to seek sanctuary and peace. Sanctuary morning in October is on 
Saturday 7 with ideas for dealing with anxiety and troubles and taking each day 
as it comes. Drop in any time between 10am and 12.30pm, hot drinks and cake 
provided. 
 

Work continues at church to improve the fabric of the building. The picture shows 
drainage works that have been taking place on the north side of Wick church for 

the past two months and 
are near completion.  
Ditches have 
been dug around the  
perimeter of the building 
with drainage pipes  
Inserted leading to a large 
soakaway in the middle of 
the graveyard, (behind the 
earth pile.)  This work is to 
drain moisture away from 
the walls which inside are 
constantly damp and flaky.  

The work has been very skilfully managed. Looking at the area now you can  
hardly tell there has been any upheaval. This will dramatically affect the  
atmosphere inside the church and will eventually enable successful much  
needed interior decoration. 
 

We said farewell at Wick to Vicar Anne with a ploughmanôs lunch and local cider 

in Ebdon Bow barn for members of the church and community. There was a 

presentation of gifts including a John Featherstone original cartoon and some 

gardening equipment to help tame the rather large garden at the new vicarage.  

This was a lovely occasion which followed a special service in the morning  

including the baptism of triplets, Reuben, Edward and George Reeves,  

grandsons of regular church members Mike and Beryl. The boys, also known as 

REG, first letter of each name, are identical natural triplets and we enjoyed them 

being blessed and welcomed into Godôs church. 



Then and Now:  Worleôs Church Hall   

  
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 
By the middle of the 20

th
 century Worle had enjoyed the Church of St. Martin for some 

900 years, but it still had no Church Hall.  In 1927 a movement emerged in the village 
to provide the parish with this much needed venue.  Rev. Frederick May took on the 
role of Chairman of an organising committee made up of over 100 people.  
Contributions from private individuals purchased a site adjoining the Church lands for 
Ã75 for the new building. Next time you are out for a stroll take a turn up Hill Road [or 
down, if you start from the top]. Until the 1930s this area was mainly orchards. The 
photograph, top left, probably taken about 1930, looks down Hill road and shows the 
trees in abundance on the right. You can also spot a turning on the left had side which 
later became Hill Road East. This will take you to the site of the planned Church Hall. 
 
The people of Worle still needed to raise the money for the building work, and  
organised all kinds of fund raising activities, the most fruitful of which was an annual 
Fete and Flower Show. The first event in 1927 raised Ã160, which was banked for the 
building fund.  By 4 August 1934, when the 7

th
 annual show took place, the hall was 

built and very nearly paid for. Worle Church Hall became the place where the  
village met for dances, meetings, wedding breakfasts, beetle drives, film shows and 
Christmas parties.  There was a stage, wings, a committee room and kitchen. 
 
On the 9

th
 September, 1939 the hall was requisitioned for ówar activitiesô and normal 

social life had to find small corners elsewhere. By 1945, when the Church Hall  
re-opened for normal service, the first priority was to raise money to welcome the  
servicemen home and that accomplished, huge parties were held on VE Day.   
This was the golden age of the Church Hall, and it lasted through the 50s, 60s and 
early 70s. The Mothersô Union picture, above right, is from 1955. Sadly, in the late 
1970s, the Church had to sell the building to fund works within the church and it  
became Worle Village Surgery. It is now vacant again and advertised to rent for 
Ã30,000 a year. The people of Worle still very much regret itôs passing. 
 
 
Raye Green                                                                 www.worlehistorysociety.net  

http://www.worlehistorysociety.net


The Future of the Old Deanery in Wells 
 
The Diocese of Bath and Wells is seeking to 
move its offices from The Old Deanery on  
Cathedral Green in Wells to a new-build site  
elsewhere in the city. 
 
The recommendation to relocate over 50  
members of staff and all operations was agreed at 
a meeting of Bishopôs Council (the Bishop of Bath 
and Wellsô advisory body and Standing  
Committee of Diocesan Synod) on 20 June and 
shared at the latest session of Diocesan Synod 
on 12 July. 
 

The decision in principle follows investigations by a small working group  
consisting of representatives from each diocesan function plus user 
groups.  Members looked into whether it would be preferable to stay and invest in 
the Old Deanery buildings for the next 10 to 20 years or to move and locate  
elsewhere within two years.  Poor access for disabled visitors; lack of  
environmentally-friendly credentials; limited number and size of meeting rooms 
and high repair, maintenance and running costs of The Old Deanery buildings 
were all cited as major reasons for recommending a new-build option. 
 
Nick May, Diocesan Secretary, chaired the working group and is ultimately  
responsible for the office buildings and facilities.  Nick says, ñThe Old Deanery is 
a wonderful building, in a beautiful location with a rich history.  I along with many 
of my colleagues feel a huge fondness for it.  However, It is becoming increasingly 
clear that an 800 year-old, Grade 1 listed building, originally built as a home for 
the Dean of Wells does not function effectively as a modern, welcoming, office 
and meeting space. Nor will it meet the day-to-day needs of the people who work 
here into the future. 
 
We calculate that to bring The Old Deanery up to the standard required would 
cost Ã3m, plus months of disruption. The cost of moving to a purpose-built  
development is estimated at Ã3.25m. We strongly feel that relocation is a more  
responsible and sustainable use of diocesan funds and will help us better serve 
our 500 parishes.ò 
 
The decision to relocate is currently a decision in principle. More detailed work will 
now be undertaken by a new working group in terms of locating and negotiating a 
site and planning the move. Based on a progress report due later this year,  
Bishopôs Council will then either confirm the decision to proceed or revisit its  
recommendation.   



 
 
 
 


