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From the Bishopé. 
 
 

 

As you read this one of the issues  
dominating the news will be the General 
Election. Some wit once said: óIf you don't 
vote, you get the government you deserve, 
and if you do, you never get the results you 
expected.ô Witty that may be, but it is also somewhat cynical and it is one of 
the things our Archbishops have warned us against. In a Pastoral Letter  
released to all parishes and chaplaincies they have said that the first  
obligation we have as Christians is to pray for the election and to recognise 
the very real burdens and responsibilities carried by those in political life and 
their families. The second obligation they suggest is to set aside apathy and 
cynicism and to renew our commitment to the virtues of love, trust and hope 
in God and in each other. These virtues they suggest should guide and judge 
our own actions and shape and determine the life of our nation. 
 
Faithful, humble, trusting prayer is one mark of true discipleship and I hope 
that many of us will be engaging in the opportunities to pray with others 
between Ascension and Pentecost  If we do we will be praying with millions 
of other Christians across the world, praying that many more people, among 
them our own friends and families, will discover and open their lives to the 
love of Jesus Christ. Services are being held in Bath Abbey on 25 May and 
in the Cathedral on 4 June. At Bath Abbey there will be interactive prayer 
stations, mixing traditional and contemporary worship and at the Cathedral 
there will be a Prayer Fayre. We are all invited to take part and to pray  
together expectantly for the empowering of the Holy Spirit. Come and join 
your bishops in praying: óThy Kingdom Comeô. 
 
 

Rt Rev Peter Hancock 
Bishop of Bath and Wells  
 
 
 

 

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Bishop-Peter-Hancock-portrait.jpg


WHATôS ON IN JUNE  
 
 
 
Saturday 3 10.00am  Sanctuary Morning at Wick St Lawrence Church 
Monday 5 8.30am  St Martins Church Holiday, leaves St Markôs Car Park 
Saturday 17 10.00am  Mead Vale Coffee Morning in Community Hall  

 
óThriveô Parish of Worle Youth Group meets on Friday May 12 & 26 at  

St Markôs Church 7pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Wednesdays  *9.30am at St. Markôs Thursdays 10.00am at St. Martinôs 
*First Wednesday in the month 10.00am Mead Vale Community Hall 

 

SERVICE TIMES ON SUNDAYS 
For weekly variations please go to the parish website www.worlewide.org.uk and 

click on the relevant church page. 

 
Childrenôs activities take place in all our churches during morning services 

St Martinôs 
8am Holy Communion 
10.00am Holy Communion 

(Morning Praise  
every 3rd Sunday) 

 
6pm Choral Evensong (3rd) 
Fifth Sunday Service (5th) 

St Markôs 
 

10.30am 
with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks (2nd, 4th & 5th) 

 
 
 

Mead Vale 
10.30am  

with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks  

 
6.00pm Evening Prayer (2nd)  
6.00pm Pub Presence (4th) 

(The Nightjar Pub) 
 

St Lawrence 
 

10am (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Informal and family friendly 
6pm (2nd and 4th Sundays) 
Quiet and traditional 



Parish Page 

 
Service of Thanksgiving in Memory of Loved Ones 
This gentle service, held at St Martinôs Church on Sunday 7 May  was well  
attended and was led by the clergy team and two of our Parish Lay Readers. The  
congregation were invited to light candles in memory of their loved ones and many 
commented afterwards that they found this experience very helpful. Do ask the 
Parish Office if you would like to be reminded of this service which is held every 
year after Easter. People were reminded that details of their loved ones can be 
written in the Church Memorial Book and there is also a Memorial Book for  
recording memories of children who have died, no matter how many years after 
the event, details may be entered. Please contact the Parish Office to enquire 
about this if you would like to. 
 
Pentecost Service 
On Sunday 4 June, we have our annual parish wide Pentecost Service at St 
Markôs Church at 10am, in previous years they have been wonderful times  
celebrating the ñout pouring of the Holy Spiritò and we trust God for the same this 
year! The service is for all the family and there will be refreshments afterwards. 
 

Archdeacon Andy Piggottôs Retirement 
Andy is retiring at the end of June and there is a farewell service at Bath Abbey on 
Monday 26 June at 7pm. This is a non-ticketed event and all are welcome. We 
thank God for Andy and his ministry amongst us as a Parish, particularly during 
this time of vacancy when he has been very supportive. We pray Godôs blessing 
upon him and his wife Ruth for their life together in retirement. 
 

Parish Prayer 
We thank God for leading us to come together as a Parish to pray, it has been a 
blessing to all those who have been able to join us. We continue to meet to pray 
for our Churches during the vacancy for just an hour, all are welcome. Future dates 
are:-  27 June at St Markôs,18 July at Mead Vale. 
 
Up-date on Interviews for Team Rector 
We Praise God that things have gone well and an offer has been made to one of 
the candidates interviewed. But we can give no further news for approximately a 
month, while DBS letters are exchanged etc. Please pray that this goes smoothly 
and an appointment will be made for us to announce to you! 
 
 



St Lawrence Church, 
Wick St Lawrence 
 
 
June is a good time of year to cycle or walk around the 
circular road of Wick St Lawrence, incorporating the tiny 
hamlets of Icelton and Bourton. The verges are particularly attractive with the 
wild flower Cow Parsley growing abundantly. Cow Parsley is a hollow-stemmed, 
tall plant which springs up rapidly in May and heralds early summer. 

 

The large, flat umbrellas of small white 
flowers, and large, fern-like leaves are  
familiar characteristics of Cow Parsley. It 
is technically known as an óumbellifer.ô 
When crushed between the fingers, the 
leaves produce a strong, almost  
aniseed-like scent. One of several  
common members of the carrot family, it 

is sometimes called, 'Queen Anne's Lace.ô 
 

Herbalists of old attached magical medicinal powers to Cow Parsley believing it 
protected against anything from chills to plague. You can also find various  
recipes made with Cow Parsley from soup to frittatas but beware, it is very similar 
to Hemlock which is very poisonous. One distinction is that the stem of the Cow 
Parsley is furrowed and slightly hairy whilst the Hemlock stem is smooth and 
spotted with purple. Apparently it also smells foul. 
 

If you choose Saturday 3 June for a walk why donôt you time it with our monthly 
Sanctuary Morning from 10am ï 12.30pm and drop in for a rest and some  
refreshment. 
 

On Sunday 15 June we will celebrate Fatherôs Day at our 10am service with  

edible gifts for the men. 

 

 

Sunday 2 July from noon to 3pm is our  

annual Jazz  Picnic at óThe Cedarsô over the 

road form the church. A beautiful way to 

spend a Sunday afternoon in the company of 

friends and with plenty of space for children 

to run around. Bring a picnic and something 

to sit on and enjoy gentle live jazz.  Ã5.50 on 

the door, children free.  For more information call 01934515716 



Then and Now:  From Arable to St. Markôs Church  

 
 Markôs Church stands on a plot of land on the 
corner of the Queensway and St. Markôs Road, 
adjacent to Madam Road roundabout.  It is sur-
rounded by the homes of its parishioners, 
mostly red brick, and built since the silver jubi-
lee of Queen Elizabeth the second. North 
Worle, from the Madam roundabout, along St. 
Markôs Road and back to Ebdon Road has a 
fascinating history, and has perhaps undergone 
greater change than any other corner of Worle.  

 

 

 If we go back to 1838 and the 
Tithe Map we find a field system 
sporting a wonderful array of names: 
Castle Batch; Lamas Pitts; The Leg; 
Madam Three Acres and Vurdills.  
This last name, Vurdills, is the spot 
chosen to build the new St. Markôs 
Church in 1977.  It would be good to 
find that óVurdillsô has some relevant  
significance, but I have been unable 
to find any. The only references seem 
to indicate that it is a surname.   In 
1838 Vurdills was owned by Edward 
Stephens and tenanted to Isaac  
Printer.  The land is described as 
pasture. An obvious feature of this  
Area was the course of Madam 
Rhyne and Madam Lane, wending 
their way through the landscape until 
the rhyne turns sharply east at Four 
Acres, but the lane goes merrily on 
before dying out.  The curved feature 
indicates the parameter of the raised 
ground at Castle Batch.  A pleasant 
spot, we suspect, mostly surrounded 
by open grassland.  It is here that we 

find the water features of óLamas Pittsô and óCastleô, which it is still possible to locate 
today. 
       



 

The aerial picture, left, was taken in 
July 1946 and reminds us that very  
recently there were fields, all cultivated 
or used to graze livestock. We can still 
see Madam Rhyne winding away to 
the north east but now the remains of 
the W.C. and P Light Railway line is 
visible in the landscape.  
 

 

 

 

The photograph, left, taken in 
1949 gives us an appreciation 
of the rural idyll.   It was taken 
on the bend of what is now 
Bideford Road, south of St 
Markôs Church. Madam Rhyne 
can be seen to the left of the 
photo and the man with arrow 
is in Madam Lane, near the 
culvert. 
 

By 1977 the plot of land where 
St Markôs Church now stands 
was owned by Amy Gertrude 

Day, who sold it to Second City South West Builders Ltd.  One of the conditions of 
the planning permission for extensive house building was that a Church should be 
provided and the ownership of the land [Vurdills] was transferred to the trustees of 
the Ecumenical Parish of Worle.  The area became known as Church Meadows  
Estate and the building of St Markôs Church commenced in late 1979/early 1980.  
The building work was completed and the first service held in March 1981. 
                                                                                      
Raye Green, Worle History Society 
Next meeting at St Martinôs Church looking at the Interior Memorials 7pm, 

Wednesday 21st June 2017 

It seems that Woodfallôs Practical Treatise on Law of Landlords and Tennant, 1856 quoted the 
case of Birdwhistle v Vurdill.  ñIt is part of the law of England that the law of the country where a 
marriage is solemnised shall be adoptedò.  Entitlement to a dower appears to be the primary 
issue here. 



 
 
 
 


